
WELCOME HOME  
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES (HACLA) PRE-INSPECTION CHECK-LIST 

 
This list is intended as a guideline for Owners and is not a guarantee that the unit will pass inspection. However, UNITS WILL FAIL if they do not 

comply with the items below. Units must be decent, safe and sanitary. As of January 1, 2005 utilities must be on at the time of the Initial Inspection 

(which is a responsibility of the landlord). 

 
Exterior of Building 

 Units must have trashcans or a dumpster. 
 All crawl space covers and vent screens must be intact (rodent prevention). 

 Steps and railings must be in good repair. If there are more than four steps a Handrail is required. 

 Exterior must be free of loose, scaling, chipping or peeling paint. 

 Gas heating devices must be vented to the outside. 
Interior of Building 

 Every dwelling unit shall have at least one habitable room with a minimum of 120 Sq. Ft. of floor area. 

 Units must have a permanently installed heating system. Portable heaters are not acceptable. 

 The unit must be free of safety hazards (i.e. no bare electrical wires). Electrical outlets and receptacles must be properly covered. All 
electrical outlets provided, whether or not in excess of the minimum, must be operable. Frayed or torn carpet and damaged linoleum is 
not acceptable. 

 Double-cylinder dead bolt locks are prohibited. These locks, which require a key to be opened from the inside, pose an extreme danger 
in case of fire. They have been banned from the Los Angeles Building and Safety Code and must be replaced. 

 Hot water heaters must have a temperature and pressure relief valve (TPRV) or, if an ECO device is built in, a pressure relief valve (PRV). 
A TPRV must have a metal (copper or galvanized steel) downward discharge line, which terminates at least 6 inches above the floor. The 
downward discharge line cannot be plastic pipe. Gas hot water heaters cannot be located in a sleeping area. 

 Smoke detectors are required in each sleeping room and hallways adjacent to sleeping rooms. Smoke detectors in multi-unit dwellings 
must be hardwired. Battery operated smoke detectors can be used only in Single Family dwelling units. 

 All accessible windows must have locks. Windows designed to open should operate easily. Windows painted shut must be freed. Broken 
glass is not acceptable. 

 
Living Room Hallways 

 Must have at least one window and two electrical outlets. 

 Any additional outlets must always be operable. 
 Hallways or areas immediately adjacent to bedroom 

entrance must have smoke detectors (in accordance with 
City Code). 

 
Kitchen Bedrooms 

 Must have space for a refrigerator 
 Space for a four burner stove with a vent for the stove 

 Adequate space for storage, preparation and serving food 

 A ceiling or wall light fixture and one electrical outlet 

 Proper ventilation 

 For gas stoves, the kitchen must have a gas shut-off valve 

 A sink with hot and cold running water 

 Must have Smoke Detector in accordance with City Code. 
 Minimum of 70 Sq. Ft. of usable space and a closet. 

 At least one window with a minimum clear opening of 5.7 Sq. 
Ft. 

 Two electrical outlets, one which many be an overhead light. 

 Each bedroom or sleeping area with window security bars 
must have a single-motion quick release latch for emergency 
exit. The release lever must be no higher than 48 inches 
above the floor. 

Bathrooms 
 Must have fixed wash basin and a tub or shower, each with hot and cold water. 
 Window or adequate exhaust ventilation. 

 Ceiling or wall light fixture. 

 
 
 

Apartment Building Hallways 

 Must be clean and well lighted. Fire exits must be posted and lighted. Buildings must have fire hoses and/or extinguishers in hallways and 
lobbies. Must have current elevator certificate from L.A. Dept. of Building and Safety. 

 

New Construction 
 The building must have final approval from the Dept. of Building and Safety and Certificate of Occupancy. Duplicate copies should be 

available at each Inspector’s request. PERMANENT electrical gas service must be connected at the time of inspection. 

 


